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Honorable John C. Stennis, Chairman
Committee on Armed Services -
United States Senate

Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Mr. Chairman:

I need not impress on you the need to protect sensitive compartmented
intelligence which is so vital to our Nation's intelligence collection efforts.
The Director of Central Intelligence became seriously concerned by the
increasing numbers of persons granted access to compartmented intelligence
and initiated a review within the Executive Branch to critically assess the
basis for the granting of such access. The Director has extended this review
to the Legislative Branch and issued Guidelines establishing my office as the
Community focal point to oversee the issuance of compartmented clearances
for the Congress, the General Accounting Office and the Library of Congress.

A member of my office will be in contact with Mr. Frank Sullivan,
Staff Director, to review existing compartmented clearances for staff
members of your Committee and to establish procedures for the issuance
of future clearances. We will represent all Community agencies which
sponsor the issuance of SI, TK and clearances for staff members
on your Committee. I assure you tITaT mis program is not intended in
any way to impair the work of the Congress which requires access to
sengitive intelligence. Our only concern, which I know you share, is that
there be a clearly established need for such access.

I feel certain that in a spirit of cooperation we can work out suitable
arrangements to effectively limit and control the issuance of compartmented
clearances and thereby enhance the protection of our most vital intelligence
collection assets. FEnclosed is a copy of the Director's letter to the President
of the Senate informing him of the program. A similar letter was sent to the

Speaker.

Sincerely,

/s
~ Frederick P. Hitz
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Fonorable Walter MMondale . ‘

President of the Senate ) ' . :
United States Senate _ . o : ;
Washington, D.C. 20510 ' ‘

Dear Mr. President: ' ' )

In view of my statutory responsibility to protect intelligence sources
and methods, I became greafly concerned by the proliferation of_’mghly
sensitive intelligence collected and maintained within systems of
cormpartmentation. I initiated a review within the xecutive Branch to
reassess the justification for existing clearances and to limit issuing
future clearances based on the strictest application of need-to-know.

O T Rl e

This same concern extends to the Legislative Dranch. As you kuow,
slaff personnel of our Congressional oversight committees have been granted
access to highly sensitive compartmented intelligence information. However,
duc to the broadening of interest in foreign intelligence within the Congress,
access has been extended to staffs of other commitiees. Itis imperative
that a review, similar to that underway within the Iixecutive Branch, be
undertaken within the Legislative Branch to assure that currcnt and future
access to highly sensitive intelligence information is clearly justifiable.
Accordingly, I have designated my Legislative Counsel 1o serve as the
focal point to review all requests for guch access for Congressional
staff personnel. His office will contact the chairmen and staff directors
of those committees concerned to assess the justification of existing
clearances and to estaBlish agreed upon guidelines to assess eritically
the need-to-know for future clearances. I do not intend in any way to
impede or impair the work of any committee which requires access {o
sensitive intelligence. It is my concern, however, that the need~-to~know
be shown to be clearly warranted. In this regard, experience has shown
that most congressional requirements for substantive intelligence can
be satisfied without access to highly scusitive sources and methods
information. '

Where there is a clearly justifiable need, Members of Congress are
given access to sensitive intelligence information. Personal stafl of
Members, however, have been denied such access and [ have reaffirmed

this policy. The only exception, which I am initiating at this time, is 1o
grant seleciad key stalf members

serving in the offices of the Leadcrship
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of the Congress access sinee their pmxiup s receive seasitive intelligence”
on a o 'rgul:n basio and require stnlf assistance. This wdl inclnde
desigoated personal staff merabers From the staffs of your offices, .
the President Pro-"Tempore of the Senate, and Majority and Minority
Leaders of both the Senate and the Mouse. My Legislative Counsel
will be contacting your oflices to determine which siaflf persognel you
have designated for such access. I recently received a letter signed
jointly by Senate Majovity Leader Roberl Byrd and Scraie I&Imomiy
Leader Howard Baker submitting a request for stall access which will

be honored and handled directly with ﬂxmr offices.

It is roy firm belief that these procedures will not interiere with
the proper flow of irdelligence to the Congress, but will serve 1o cnbance
the protection of hxohlv sensitive intelligence sources and methods by
liriting access to an absolute need-to- know. T would welcorme your
support to facilitate acceptance of these procodurgu by c:ommltuc
chalrmen in any way that you deem appropriate. . P

“Yours sincerely,

L

YIS DY L, RO :
L mmm
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Honorable Thomas P. O'Neill
Speaker of the House

House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Mr. Speaker:

In view of my statutory responsibi’iity to protect :i%ltelli_gi;ence sourfeo
and methods, 1 became greatly concerned by the prp,ufcx‘ahor}‘ ofrlugn N
sensitive intelligence collected and maintaing&d VI'.l:.th{Il sys}em;i of ot
corapartmentation. I initiated a review witiin the Bxecutive l),ra‘n%n r()
reassess the justification for cxisting clearances and to limit issuing
fulure clearances based on the strictest application of neefd“f.o---know-

This same concern extends to the Legislative Bra.nch, As you kno‘f.r: N
staff personnel of our Congressional oversight commitices hthE;‘ beeanI E’l:éir
access to highly sensitive compavrtmented 1rf-tell1g_;en(:e mx?m'_nat;o?é (?;-Lc-: >
due to the broadening of interest in foreign 3.r1telhgence Wlthl‘.t’l the zimttz 56,
access has been extended to stafls of other commitiees. “It is lmpex a}we

that a review, similar to that underway within the BExecuuve )‘31‘911(:1117f ;e |
undertaken within the Legislative Branch to ass'ure_that c11rr:e}jt.§};§ b!i em:*e
access to highly sensitive intelligence information is clearly_ Jug ifia .

: Accordingly, 1 have designated my Legislative Counsel‘ tot:orv;, as the
focal point to review all requests for such access for Cong; L;fuéc?na rore
staff personnel. His office will contact the c}}an‘fn'en a}nd s_ta 3 lr:ec. s
of those committees concerned to assess the justification of existing
clearances and to establish agreed upon guidelines to assess eritically
ithe need~-to-know for future clearances. 1do no_'t intend in any way to
impede or impair the work of any committee which _requlrtis acc}ejs*t‘c—)now
scusitive intelligence. It is my concern, however, that _tln. nee’cﬁ O~k
be shown to be clearly warranted. In this regard, expericnce has s-ﬂown
that most congressional requirements for §11bstant1ve m’celhgex‘lce f.an
be satisfied without access to highly sensitive sources and methods

information. : . _ n R

Where there is a clearly justifiable nced, Members of Corngr'gss are
given access to sensitive intelligence information. Personal gLaff of o
i’l(n‘nbors, however, have been denied such ac-cc,as 5md IL haxre 1:0;11‘{11.:‘11:(
this policy. The only exceptiion, whi(:h_ 1 am 1r111;1a}1‘ng at ﬂif ‘t}nsz,l“lsph(;
granl selected key staff members serving m the 01f1c:es.of hg. seadership

»*
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‘mh assistance. “Phis will include -

on a )('f'ular basis and reqguire
-'J"f,l('lhii(‘d personal stall wmerabers from the stafls of youvr offices, 7«
toe Pr"mcmnt Pro-Tempore of the Scenale, and Majorily and RMinority
L.eaders of both the Senate and the Youse. My Legislative Counsel
JJL be comtacling your offices fo deterimine which stalf perso: mci you
hdvv designated for such access. I recently veceived a lelter signed
Joindly by ben(ne Majority Lieader Robert Byrd and Senaic Mluamiy
Leader Howard Baker submitting a request for staff aceess which will
‘be honored and handled (hrectl_y wiih theiv offlc('
It is oy firm belief thal these prOf-oduro s will not intexicre with
the proper flow of intelligence to the Congress, but will serve o enhance
tne protection of highly seasitive intelligence sonrces and methods by
Limiting access 1o an absolute necd-1o- l\no w. I would welcorae your
support o facilitate acceptance of these procedures by con ‘ertte(r _
chairmen in any way that you deern appropriate:. . e

“Yours sincervely, o

(6]
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STANSFIELD TURNER - .-
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